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Weekend Morning Writers (WMW) WhatsApp Group (WAG) Guidance 
 
Whether you’re writing to engage with the world or to escape it, all writers are 
welcome here. Our aim is to be mindful and focus our energies on the sacred 
writing space we create together. 
 
Background: 
 
WhatsApp groups (WAGs) are often created with clear aims, a code of etiquette and an 
ethical framework. Ideally some clear parameters should be established at outset. This 
should enable both positive and constructive discussion, sharing useful initiatives and 
concerns without stifling communication. Because of the speedy and spontaneous way that 
the WMW WAG has evolved, we’re offering this mid-flow. Our WAG began as a simple 
channel for notifications and reminders of the sessions, relying upon good will, implicit 
shared aims, and upon those who regularly use WhatsApp platforms. Now that we have 
over 60 participants, it’s time to take a moment to reflect, reconsider the benefits and 
etiquette, and create a breathable, inclusive, proactive code for the WMW Support WAG. 
 
We found this – slightly dated - article from the Independent about the role of guidelines: 
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/whatsapp-group-chat-etiquette-guide-explained-
rules-support-keep-relevant-a8286721.html 
 
Basic ethos: 
 
The WMW WAG is devoted to sharing supplementary support and information about 
writing at times facilitated outside of the London Writers’ Salon. WMW originated as a 
branch-off community; we provide regular sessions at 08:30 GMT on weekends, and we 
make space available to write quietly in community at all other times (except Thursday 
evenings). 
 
WMW is a mixed (and global) membership, so you might want to mute the group if you find 
the notifications too much, especially when you sleep! It includes a wide range of ages, 
political persuasions and views about many issues, including the current pandemic, and 
social and political developments.  
 
No-one wants to stifle curiosity, debate and free speech, but we ask that you are respectful 
and mindful about what you post. Few of us knew each other before and we all have 
different situations, triggers and sensitivities that we can rarely imagine; many people have 
been living through tough times this past year. 
 
Aims: 
 
The aims of the WMW WAG are to: 

- Communicate 
- Share information about creative or writing challenges or events 
- Initiate creative ideas 
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- Help strengthen community links 
- Highlight shared pleasures and problems, and provide mutual support 
- Most importantly: we are here to encourage one another’s writing 

  
 
Points to be mindful of: 
 

1. The purpose of the group is to share information – and dial in alerts – and enjoy the 
chance to know this community more fully.  

2. Please welcome our new joiners! 
3. Your mobile phone number is required to join WhatsApp. It is not possible to hide 

your mobile phone number in WhatsApp. Please be aware your mobile phone 
number is visible to anyone else in the same WhatsApp discussion group as you.   

4. It is forbidden to pass on the mobile phone number or other details to anyone 
outside the WhatsApp group without explicit consent.  

5. It is forbidden to copy any message or photo in the WhatsApp to anyone not in the 
group without the formal permission of the sender. 

6. Messages posted on the WhatsApp groups should be supportive and respectful of all 
other group users, especially in respect of the global challenges that many of us face, 
including responses to Black Lives Matter and COVID. 

7. We are stronger together. Please do not discuss deliberately breaking laws and rules 
(including COVID guidance); this can be very hard for others. Remember we are in 
this together and together we will see our way through these challenging times. 

8. Of course, expressing our frustration and strong feelings is okay, but language must 
be moderate, and any debate and criticism constructive. 

9. Hate speech, discriminatory language and prejudice in any form is not acceptable 
and will result in removal from the group; we will of course aim to resolve 
misunderstandings. 

10. If you have concerns about any messages shared in the group, please speak to one of 
the WMW Collective. As custodians of the WAG, they welcome new members, 
oversee the group and contact members. If anyone posts an inappropriate message, 
they can ask for it to be deleted. The Collective have the right to remove individuals 
from the WAG if an individual – continually - displays inappropriate etiquette, 
language, etc.  

11. This document is always open to feedback and review – its purpose is to better 
support and serve this community, and to protect our wellbeing. As with all our 
communication, we aim to be responsive to and reflective of everyone’s needs. 

 
 
Who to go to: 
Our WAG includes the WMW collective (Anna Rose, Caroline, Carolyn, Robin and Sarah), 
who are also its administrators. Please message one of them privately if you have questions, 
challenges or problems – their names and numbers will appear within the group’s 
participant list. You can also reach all of us at once by using the contact form on our 
website. 

https://weekendmorningwriters.wordpress.com/contact-us/

